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We have to be sure that Medicare and
Social Security are solid programs
when the baby-boomers come of age.
But Medicare and Social Security are
not going broke in 1 year or 5 years or
10 years.

We have to address the challenges
ahead, make sure there are programs
for our baby-boomers so we can give
them the benefits of these great, great
programs. But let us not frighten sen-
iors. They are worried and they are
worried for the children and for the
children’s children.

So I know my colleague is committed
and I am committed and we are com-
mitted to work to continue to
strengthen Medicare, to strengthen So-
cial Security. But let us not set off the
alarm. I am very concerned that there
are people on the other side of the aisle
that are doing just that. Let us main-
tain our solid positions that these are
important programs, but we have to
move ahead constructively and not set
the alarm bells.

So education, child care, health care,
these are all things that people care
about; and that is why I am so enthu-
siastic about the State of the Union
this evening. I look forward to hearing
it. We just talked about a few of the
proposals. But food safety, genetic dis-
crimination, this is a State of the
Union message that is solid, and it is
dedicated to the people of this country.

I want to thank my colleague, the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE), again for discussing the
State of the Union. I know we are com-
mitted to making sure that this will be
a productive session, that we are here
to focus on what really matters to real
people to solve their problems, and this
is a good kickoff to an agenda that
matters to real people.

I thank my colleague again for lead-
ing this special order.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the gentlewoman from New
York (Mrs. LOWEY) again. I think she
really summed up what tonight is all
about, and that is trying it help the av-
erage American, the family, the chil-
dren. That is what my constituents and
I am sure all of our constituents are
telling us; and, also, we are doing it in
the context of this balanced budget.

The President keeps saying over and
over again, look, we passed the Bal-
anced Budget Act this past summer in
1997. We are meeting the guidelines of
that. Even within that we can still help
with some of these other pro-family
measures. Many of them, as my col-
leagues know, either cost no money or
very little money and in the long run
actually saved the Federal Government
money. He keeps stressing that.

I think that is important in the con-
text of what he is going to state to-
night. But I think it is a very auspi-
cious beginning for 1998; and we have to
work hard, as Democrats, to make sure
that the pro-family, pro-child agenda
gets passed and that we can bring our
Republican colleagues along.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Pursuant to clause 12 of rule I,
the Chair declares the House in recess
until approximately 8:40 p.m. for the
purpose of receiving in joint session
the President of the United States.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 12 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 8:40 p.m.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 8
o’clock and 55 minutes p.m.
f

JOINT SESSION OF THE HOUSE
AND SENATE HELD PURSUANT
TO THE PROVISIONS OF HOUSE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 194
TO HEAR AN ADDRESS BY THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES

The Speaker of the House presided.
The Assistant to the Sergeant at

Arms, Mr. Bill Sims, announced the
Vice President and Members of the
U.S. Senate, who entered the Hall of
the House of Representatives, the Vice
President taking the chair at the right
of the Speaker, and the Members of the
Senate the seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints
as members of the committee on the
part of the House to escort the Presi-
dent of the United States into the
Chamber:

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
ARMEY);

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
DELAY);

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
BOEHNER);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
COX);

The gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
DICKEY);

The gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
HUTCHINSON);

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
GEPHARDT);

The gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
BONIOR);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
FAZIO);

The gentlewoman from Connecticut
(Mrs. KENNELLY);

The gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
BERRY); and

The gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
SNYDER).

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on
the part of the Senate to escort the
President of the United States into the
House Chamber:

The Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
LOTT);

The Senator from Oklahoma (Mr.
NICKLES);

The Senator from Florida (Mr.
MACK);

The Senator from South Carolina
(Mr. THURMOND);

The Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
DASCHLE);

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
FORD);

The Senator from Maryland (Ms. MI-
KULSKI);

The Senator from Louisiana (Mr.
BREAUX);

The Senator from Massachusetts (Mr.
KERRY);

The Senator from Nebraska (Mr.
KERREY);

The Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
TORRICELLI).

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID);
The Senator from West Virginia (Mr.

ROCKEFELLER);
The Senator from North Dakota (Mr.

DORGAN); and
The Senator from Vermont (Mr.

LEAHY).
The Assistant to the Sergeant at

Arms announced the Acting Dean of
the Diplomatic Corps, His Excellency
Roble Olhaye, Ambassador of the Re-
public of Djibouti.

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps entered the Hall of the House of
Representatives and took the seat re-
served for him.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms announced the Chief Justice of
the United States and the Associate
Justices of the Supreme Court of the
United States.

The Chief Justice of the United
States and the Associate Justices of
the Supreme Court of the United
States entered the Hall of the House of
Representatives and took the seats re-
served for them in front of the Speak-
er’s rostrum.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms announced the Cabinet of the
President of the United States.

The members of the Cabinet of the
President of the United States entered
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum.

At 9 o’clock and 9 minutes p.m., the
Sergeant at Arms, Mr. Wilson
Livingood, announced the President of
the United States.

The President of the United States,
escorted by the committee of Senators
and Representatives, entered the Hall
of the House of Representatives, and
stood at the Clerk’s desk.

(Applause, the Members rising.)
The SPEAKER. Members of the Con-

gress, I have the high privilege and the
distinct honor of presenting to you the
President of the United States.

(Applause, the Members rising.)
f

THE STATE OF THE UNION AD-
DRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES

The PRESIDENT. Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Vice President, Members of the 105th
Congress, distinguished guests, my fel-
low Americans, since the last time we
met in this Chamber, America has lost
two patriots and fine public servants.
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